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SUB J : PRIME MINISTER OBSERVATION ON ME. 

1 . IN MY MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER THORN ON JANUARY 23, 

HE MADE THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS WITH REGARD TO THE MIDDLE 
EAST. (THORN HAD SPENT THE WEEKEND IN JERUSALEM, ATTENDING 
A LIBERAL PARTY CONFERENCE, AND HAD SEEN BEGIN, DAYAN AND 
OTHERS); 

A. HE HAD FOUND BEGIN TO BE "FANATICALLY HARD" AND VERY CRITICAL 
OF EGYPT AND OF SADAT-FAR HARDER AND MORE CRITICAL THAN THORN 
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HAD EXPECTED HIM TO BE. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE HAD FOUND 
DAYAN QUITE MODERATE AND "FATALISTIC." 

B. BEGIN. DAYAN AND THE OTHERS ALL TOLD HIM THEY WERE 
CONVINCED THAT SADAT COULD NOT AT THIS TIME MAKE A 
SEPARATE AGREEMENT WITH ISRAEL; FOR THE MOMENT, ANY 
SETTLEMENT HAD TO BE COMPREHENSIVE. BEGIN HAD TOLD 
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HIM THAT, SINCE THIS WAS THE CASE, HE WAS NOT WILLING 
TO GIVE UP ANY NEGOTIATING CHIPS HE HAD WITH THE 
SYRIANS, THE PALESTINIANS AND OTHERS FOR THE SAKE OF A 
POTENTIAL AND HYPOTHETICAL AGREEMENT WITH EGYPT. 

C. HE WAS STRUCK BY THE FACT THAT BEGIN REFERRED TO 
THE SINAI SETTLEMENTS AS PART OF ISRAEL'S DEFENSE LINES 
AND AS, TO USE BEGIN S EXACT WORDS, "EARLY WARNING 
STATIONS." 

D. HE HAD BEEN TOLD BY DAYAN AND OTHERS THAT THE SAUDIS 
WERE ANGRY AT THE U.S.- ANGRIER THAN THE U.S. BELIEVED 

THEM TO BE,- PERHAPS, THORN SPECULATED, BECAUSE OF OUR HANDS 
OFF POLICY IN THE SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN CONFLICT. 

E. BEGIN HAD SAID TO THORN A NUMBER OF TIMES THAT THE 

U.S. SHOULD PUT MORE PRESSURE ON EGYPT BECAUSE "EGYPT WAS 
EVEN MORE DEPENDENT ON THE UNITED STATES THAN ISRAEL WAS." 

F. THORN FELT VERY PESSMISTIC ABOUT THE IMMEDIATE 
PROSPECTS FOR ANY AGREEMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND HE DID 
NOT SEE ANYTHING THAT THE EC COULD DO AT THIS TIME TO BE 
HELPFUL. 

2. THORN'S REMARK THAT HE SAW NO EC ROLE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AT THIS TIME WAS AMPLIFIED BY AN INTERVIEW 
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HE GAVE TO A JOURNALIST JUST PRIOR TO HIS MEETING 
WITH ME. IN THE INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN THE 
JANUARY 24 PRESS, THORN SAID THAT BEGIN SPENT MOST OF 
THE MEETING COMPLAINING ABOUT THE NINE’S LACK OF 
NEUTRALITY ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND "UNFORTUNATE EEC 
DECLARATIONS WHICH HAVE HAD A DISASTROUS EFFECT ON 
MIDDLE WAST AFFAIRS." THORN QUOTED BEGIN AS SAYING: 

"DON’T HINDER US IN PURSUING OUR DIRECT DIALOGUE BY 
DECLARATIONS WEIGHED IN FAVOR OF ONE SIDE. YOUR DUTY AS 
EUROPEANS IS TO ENCOURAGE THE EFFORTS UNDERWAY TO PUT 
AN END TO WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE BEST WAY TO PEACE 
IS THROUGH DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS. DON'T DO ANYTHING WHICH 
WOULD UNDERMINE THE NEGOTIATIONS." THORN TOLD HIS INTER 
VIEWER THAT HE ASSURED BEGIN THAT HE UNDERSTOOD ISRAEL'S 
IRRITATION WITH EEC PRONOUNCEMENTS ON THE MIDDLE EAST 
AND WOULD EXPLAIN BEGIN'S VIEWS TO HIS EUROPEAN PARTNERS. 
LOWENSTEIN 
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